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Oxfordshire health and local authority 
partners are working together to help the 
county restart, recover and renew after 

COVID-19.  
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Thank you for your continued support and interest in this monthly briefing. We are 
looking to refresh the format and content to suit the needs of the Oxfordshire system 
as it moves towards further integration. We would be grateful for a few minutes of 
your time to complete a short questionnaire to share your ideas on what works for 
you now and what we can do to make it even better in future. Please click here    

Health, Wellbeing and Social Care

COVID vaccinations programme reboots for 
autumn 

The autumn COVID-19 vaccination programme 
began 5 September when NHS staff started offering 
booster jabs to care home residents, care home 
staff and people who are housebound. The 
National Booking Service also opened ahead of 
the wider rollout, which started on 12 September.  

The oldest and most vulnerable people in the 
community were called forward first. The 
programme has now opened to people aged 65 and 
over, those who are immunosuppressed and their 
household contacts as well as pregnant women and 
carers.  

From week beginning 26 September, those aged 60 
and over will receive a letter inviting them to book 
their vaccination appointment and the over 50s 
should receive their letter in October. Details on 
who is eligible for the autumn booster, as outlined 
by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation can be found here 

There are 33 vaccination sites across Oxfordshire, 
which include community pharmacies and the large 
vaccination centre at the Kassam Stadium in 
Oxford.  

Appointments are available to book online through 
the National Booking Service, with new sites 
being added. Many GP practices will also contact 
their registered patients directly to invite them to a 
local vaccination site where it might be possible to 
have the flu vaccine as well if they are eligible.  

A list of those eligible for the flu vaccination can be 
found on the NHS website. 

Pre-school Type 1 diabetes research study 
launched  

Researchers in Oxford have launched the first UK 
study in the general population to test for early 
markers of Type 1 diabetes before children develop 
symptoms or need insulin. The study, which is being 
offered when children have their pre-school 
vaccination, involves a finger prick and a few drops 
of blood. 

In around a quarter of children with Type 1 diabetes 
(T1D), the diagnosis is not made until they become 
severely unwell, in 'diabetic ketoacidosis' (DKA), 
which results in hospitalisation, and can cause 
shock, brain swelling and, if untreated, death. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LTPYZYL
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/book-or-manage-a-booster-dose-of-the-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-autumn-booster-resources/a-guide-to-the-covid-19-autumn-booster
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/book-or-manage-a-booster-dose-of-the-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south-east/our-work/campaigns/flu-vaccination/
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Beth Baldwin, whose son, Peter, (both pictured 
above) was 13 when he died of DKA due to a late 
diagnosis, said: "I am very happy this study has 
been approved. If testing was standard eight years 
ago, Peter would still be here. Testing pre-school 
children will revolutionise type 1 diagnosis and save 
many lives.” 

Funding boost to help more people in 
Oxfordshire find rewarding employment 

New funding has been secured to further support 
Oxfordshire residents with learning difficulties and 
autism find meaningful employment.  

Oxfordshire County Council has successfully 
applied to take part in the government’s Local 
Supported Employment scheme, receiving 
£320,000 over the next three years to help adults 
with learning disabilities, autism or both move into 
competitive employment.  

The scheme will help people lead independent lives 
while adding value and diversity to the county’s 
workforce. 

OUH staff prepare for winter following a 
challenging summer 

In her CEO Report for the OUH Trust Board 
meeting on 28 September, Chief Executive 
Officer, Professor Meghana Pandit said: “On 
behalf of the Trust Board I would like to thank all 
staff for continuing to provide high quality care for 
patients over the summer months in line with our 
Trust vision of Compassionate Excellence.  

“It has been a challenging time as we continue to 
see high levels of demand for our services, 
compounded by periods of extreme hot weather. 

“Our services remain busy at all times and we are 
now preparing for the coming winter, working 
closely with health and social care partners both 
in Oxfordshire and the wider Buckinghamshire 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire West Integrated Care 
System (BOB ICS).” 

Sam Foster, OUH Chief Nursing Officer, gave a 
presentation about work to improve the urgent 
and emergency care pathway with senior 
colleagues from Oxfordshire County Council and 
Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust at the OUH 
Annual Public Meeting. 

The Trust will be launching its annual staff flu 
vaccination programme, to help protect staff, their 
families and patients this winter, on Monday 3 
October. It will also encourage those eligible for 
the seasonal COVID-19 booster vaccination to 
get one. 

NHS Staff Survey set to launch at OUH 

All OUH staff are being encouraged to have their 
say and make their voices heard by taking part in 
the annual NHS Staff Survey this autumn. 

The survey is open from Monday 26 September 
to Friday 25 November, and the Trust aims to 
continue the upwards trajectory which has seen a 
20 per cent increase of staff participating in the 
survey over the past five years. 

Celebrating Speak Up Month and Black History 
Month at OUH 

October is designated by the National Guardian’s 
Office as Speak Up Month and the OUH 
Freedom to Speak Up (FtSU) team will be 
leading a range of activities to show how all staff 
have a part to play in growing a culture where 
everyone feels able to speak up safely.   

The National Guardian, Dr Jayne Chidgey-Clark, 
will visit the John Radcliffe Hospital on Friday 14 
October to give a talk which OUH intends to 
stream live for all staff working for Trusts across 
the Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire 
West Integrated Care.  

The FtSU team will host a series of roadshow 
events for staff during the week beginning 
Monday 17 October at its four main hospital sites 
in Oxford and Banbury and at OUH Cowley, 
where many staff work to support services. 

Black History Month is an annual event which 
takes place every October to recognise and 
celebrate the outstanding contribution that people 
of African and Caribbean descent have made to 
the UK over many decades, including within the 
NHS. 

The OUH Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Staff 
Network is organising a series of activities to 
mark Black History Month and will also promote 

https://nationalguardian.org.uk/2022/09/01/speak-up-month-2022/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
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other events organised by the University of 
Oxford and Oxford Brookes University. 

Renewed pledge to champion Step into Health 

Oxford Health has demonstrated its support for 
members of the Armed Forces and their families by 
renewing its pledge to champion the Step into 
Health programme. 

Step into Health is a partnership between the NHS, 
Walking with the Wounded and The Royal 
Foundation, connecting employers in the NHS to 
talent from the Armed Forces community to find 
new and worthwhile career in the NHS. Find out 
more here. 

Awards round-up 

Oxford Health’s Community Rehabilitation 
Service has been recognised by the Community 
Hospitals Association (CHA) for establishing a 
seven-day service during COVID-19 as part of its 
Innovation and Best Practice Awards 2022.  

The CHA award recognises a new way of working 
that was developed across the community hospitals, 
with a strengthening of leadership at every level.  
For patients, the move to a seven-day service 
means they have benefited from more regular  
rehabilitation which has made a positive difference 
to the length of time they needed to stay in hospital. 
The average stay for patients reduced from 25 days 
to 23 days on average, during the pandemic.  

Better sharing of patient data has also led to 
improvements in care, ensuring the right patient is 
in the right bed through reviewing complex referrals 
prior to admission and supporting clinical teams to 
ensure they have required resources. Find out more 
here. 

Vanessa Shearwood (pictured below), a Senior 
Colorectal Specialist Nurse at OUH, was a 
runner-up for Bowel Cancer UK’s Gary Logue 
Colorectal Cancer Nurse Awards on 14 
September after being nominated by a colleague. 

Bowel Cancer UK’s awards were set up in memory 
of Gary Logue, who worked as a nurse for the 
charity and passed away in 2014, in honour of the 
tireless dedication he showed during his career.

Community resilience

Cost of living support 

Oxfordshire’s councils have introduced additional 
support for residents during the cost-of-living crisis, 
including emergency welfare, council tax support and 
warm places for people struggling with heating bills.  

As energy bills rise steeply, it is anticipated that 
many residents will feel they are not able to heat 
their homes adequately this winter. The county 
council will be offering warm places through its 
network of libraries where people can spend time, 
thereby helping with isolation, loneliness and mental 
wellbeing as well as warmth.  

https://www.militarystepintohealth.nhs.uk/
https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/news/renewed-pledge-to-champion-step-into-health/
https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/news/gong-for-the-community-rehabilitation-team/
https://www.bowelcanceruk.org.uk/news-and-blogs/news/the-2022-gary-logue-colorectal-cancer-nurse-award-winners/
https://www.bowelcanceruk.org.uk/news-and-blogs/news/the-2022-gary-logue-colorectal-cancer-nurse-award-winners/
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Warm spaces initiatives are also being explored by 
the city and district councils. For example, the city 
council is in discussions with community groups and 
organisations which can offer regular warm spaces 
and one-off events, with the aim of providing an 
online map of warm spaces and a diary of events. 
Organisations wanting to get involved should 
contact communities@oxford.gov.uk.  

Community venues will also be able to take 
advantage of a new grants scheme to help with their 
energy costs. A £100,000 fund is being made 
available by the county council to assist 
organisations with their rising energy costs, with the 

proviso that venues will open for a set time each 
week. This will support existing activities, such as 
lunch clubs and stay and play schemes.  

The county council is also supporting the district and 
city councils with their council tax reduction 
schemes, to reduce the amount people with low 
incomes must pay. In addition, an emergency 
welfare scheme is being put in place which will allow 
for improved administration of current welfare 
schemes. These include the provision of food 
support to children in early years settings and the 
targeting of grants for families who are not benefiting 
from national energy support schemes.  

Further information about the range of support 
available can be found on the council websites: 

Cherwell District Council 

Oxford City Council 

Oxfordshire County Council 

South Oxfordshire District Council 

Vale of White Horse District Council 

West Oxfordshire District Council 

Children, Education and Families 

School Streets programme to continue in Oxford 
and Abingdon 

School Streets is set to continue in four primary 
schools in Oxford and Abingdon: Larkrise, St Ebbe’s 
and Windmill schools in Oxford, and St Nicolas 
school in Abingdon.   

A School Street is a timed road closure near school 
gates which restricts access for motor vehicles 
during school drop-off and pick-up times. This 
creates a safer environment for children, parents and 
carers and teachers to walk or cycle to school. 

Schools which opted to join the trial were supported 
by Sustrans. Temporary gates to restrict motor 
vehicles were used during the trial, while volunteers 
from Sustrans and participating schools monitored 
changes in travel patterns throughout the trial. From 
the autumn, automatic number plate recognition 
(ANPR) cameras will be used to enforce the scheme. 

Have your say on health visiting and school and 
college nursing services 

Parents of young people in Oxfordshire, together 
with healthcare professionals, are being asked for 
their views on health visiting and school and college 
nursing services in Oxfordshire. 

A new survey asks what parents think of the services 
they have used, their thoughts on the most important 
support and how the council can make health 
services easier to access. 

The healthy child programme, which is funded by the 
county council’s public health team, offers a range of 
services, such as advice, developmental reviews and 

mailto:communities@oxford.gov.uk
https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/118/communities/977/help-with-the-cost-of-living
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/costofliving
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/help-rising-living-costs
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/cost-of-living-crisis-advice-and-support/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/cost-of-living-crisis-advice-and-support/
https://westoxon.gov.uk/costoflivingsupport


6 

drop-in clinics to support the health and wellbeing of 
children, young people and their families. 

Specialist public health nurses help to deliver the 
programme, with health visitors leading the zero to 
five years service and school nurses leading the 5 -
19 years service. 

To take part in the survey, visit Let’s talk 
Oxfordshire by 30 September. 

Place, Transport, Infrastructure

Have your say on the draft Central 
Oxfordshire Travel Plan 

The county council has launched its first draft area 
travel plan for public feedback following the 
adoption of its county-wide transport and 
connectivity plan last month. 

The Local Transport and Connectivity Plan (LTCP), 
adopted in July, sets the transport vision for the 
county, along with key targets including the 
development of area travel plans to cover all 
aspects of travel from private car journeys, cycling, 
freight, bus, and rail journeys. The LTCP includes 
ambitious targets, such as reducing car trips by a 
quarter by 2030, delivering a net-zero transport 
network by 2040 and having zero, or as close as 
possible, road fatalities or life-changing injuries by 
2050. 

The Central Oxfordshire Travel Plan - which covers 
Oxford, Kidlington, Eynsham, Botley, Cumnor, 
Kennington and Wheatley – sets out the council's 
vision to develop a world-leading, innovative, 
inclusive and carbon-neutral transport system. 

The consultation, on Let’s Talk Oxfordshire, 
closes on 13 October.  

Proposals for traffic filters
 
People who live, work in, or visit Oxford can to 
have their say on proposals to introduce six trial 
traffic filters in the city.  

The proposed traffic filters, which would be 
introduced under an experimental traffic regulation 
order (ETRO) from summer 2023, are expected to 
reduce traffic levels by more than a third within the 
city centre, reduce overall accidents by up to 15 per 
cent and significantly improve air quality in Oxford. 

Four traffic filters would be located on St Cross 
Road, Thames Street, St Clements and Hythe 
Bridge Street and operate seven days a week from 
7am to 7pm. The remaining filters would be located 
on Marston Ferry Road and Hollow Way and would 
not operate on Sundays.  

The consultation, on Let’s Talk Oxfordshire, runs 
until 13 October.  

Green light to improve Oxford railway station 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing-services-for-children-and-young-people-parents-carers-and-professionals-surveys-sept-2022
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing-services-for-children-and-young-people-parents-carers-and-professionals-surveys-sept-2022
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/central-oxfordshire-travel-plan
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/traffic-filters-2022
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The government has confirmed it has awarded 
£78.6m to Network Rail to support the 
redevelopment of Oxford station and railway, 
helping provide a bigger and better station, more 
services for passengers and freight, and improved 
journey times for passengers in the future.  

The key changes include: 

• The introduction of a new track and platform
to be added alongside the existing platform
4, creating an island platform on the west
side of the station.

• A new western station entrance to be built
next to Botley Road which will link up to the
new platform via a subway, stairs and lift.
The new entrance will make the station more
accessible to people living to the west of the
station, reducing walking time.

• Improvements to the nearby road network
and replacement of Botley Road bridge,
including the lowering of the road to enable
standard double-decker buses to pass
underneath for the first time. The new bridge
design will also include a four-metre-wide
cycle/footpath on each side to encourage
sustainable transport and improve safety.

• Reduced journey times thanks to three new
crossovers, which allow trains to switch
tracks at Oxford North Junction.

OX Place delivers 26 new homes in Cutteslowe 

Located off Harefields, Cannon Court is an L-
shaped three-storey block made up of nine one-bed 
and 17 two-bed flats. 

Cannon Court includes 11 council homes let at 
social rent and three homes let at affordable rent. 
Oxford City Council is in the process of allocating 
these to people on its housing register. The 
remaining 12 homes have all been sold for shared 
ownership and eight homeowners have already 
moved in. 

Cannon Court sits on a previously developed site 
most recently used as a car park and which used to 
be a parade and target practice ground for 
reservists and cadets. 

The new homes were designed by Levitt Bernstein 
Architects and built by Feltham Construction on 
behalf of OX Place, which is part of the city council. 
The development was supported with £1,025,000 in 
funding from the Oxfordshire Housing and Growth 
Deal. 

Cherwell takes next steps towards net zero 

Following Cherwell District Council’s approval of its 
Carbon Management Plan 2022 - 25, works at 
Thorpe Lane Depot in Banbury are paving the way 
for the introduction of electric bin lorries.  

As emerging electric vehicle technology becomes 
affordable, Cherwell will need powerful new 50-
kilowatt chargers to keep the batteries of the lorries 
topped up. Work is now underway at the Thorpe 
Lane depot to support these chargers, with a new 
substation and ducting being built, thanks to a 
£270,000 investment.  

The council fleet already includes nine electric vans, 
with some existing diesel vehicles set to be 
replaced this year. The first electric sweepers could 
hit the roads during 2023/2024, with the first electric 
bin lorries the following year.  

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse 
District Councils to be temporarily based in 
Abingdon 

On 3 October, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White 
Horse District Councils will be moving to temporary 
office space in Abbey House in the centre of 
Abingdon. 

The councils plan to stay there for a couple of years 
while South Oxfordshire District Council completes 
the development of a new office building at Didcot 
Gateway. 
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Economy 

Have your say on plans for Oxford’s Covered 
Market 

Oxford City Council is seeking views from local 
people on a proposed ‘masterplan’ to update 
Oxford’s historic Covered Market for the 21st 
century. A period of public consultation will run 
until 19 October 2022. 

These views will be used by the council to refine the 
draft masterplan, which sets out proposals for a 
multi-million-pound regeneration of the market to 
secure its long-term future. The proposals include a 
new public square in the heart of the market and a 
pedestrian-friendly space on Market Street.  

The draft masterplan has been informed by public 
workshops held in 2021. Members of the public said 
they wanted to see a lively, diverse market with 
more places to sit and socialise, making it a thriving 
part of the city centre during the day and evening. 

Innovative drone delivery trials take place at 
Milton Park 

A demonstration for a set of innovative drone and 
electric van freight trials has been successfully 
completed at Milton Park. The trials demonstrated 
that the technologies tested enabled increased 
efficiency and speed of freight delivery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The initiative, which was planned and overseen by 
Oxfordshire County Council, is part of 
the HARMONY project, testing low-carbon 
transportation as well as the integration of new 
mobility technologies with existing systems. 

Oxfordshire has one of the most sophisticated road 
traffic control centres in the UK and Milton Park was 
selected as the ideal location for the trials as it could 
offer a safe and controlled environment for 
innovative exercises.  

Oxfordshire's green champions host inaugural 
OX to ZERO conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OxLEP joined forces with the University of Oxford, 
Harwell Campus and the Culham Science Centre-
based UKAEA to host the OX to ZERO conference 
on 1 September.  

Following on from OxLEP's COP26 event, the one-
day conference brought together dozens of the 
most innovative thinkers, investors and 
entrepreneurs to explore the potential of new ideas 
and technologies to accelerate the net-zero 
transformation. 

OxLEP's Sebastian Johnson (pictured above) said 
Oxfordshire had a history of delivering pioneering 
solutions to the world’s greatest challenges and the 
expertise and desire that exists in the county can be 
a critical driver to delivering the answers that can 
tackle the climate emergency head-on.  

 

 

https://consultation.oxford.gov.uk/regeneration-economy/covered-market-masterplan-consultation/
https://harmony-h2020.eu/
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OxLEP’s business support tool: Creating a 
bespoke support plan for Oxfordshire 
businesses 

OxLEP is encouraging businesses across the 
county to complete its business support tool – a 
key feature helping organisations to receive more 
targeted help and advice.  

Several hundred companies from across the county 
have so far benefitted from this free support and 
OxLEP is encouraging partner organisations to help 
signpost businesses of all sizes towards the online 
tool, helping companies realise their future 
ambitions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It takes just a few minutes to complete and each 
completion sees a bespoke business action plan 
provided as a result.  

 
We hope you find this information useful. 
  
Please email bobicb.media-team@nhs.net with 
any queries and we will get back to you as possible. 

https://www.oxlepbusiness.co.uk/oxlep-business-support-tool
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